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From Our Senior Pastor -

Intercessory Prayer

Dear Pinecrest Family,
How oen do your plans get changed? How does this
make you feel? If you are anything like me then you
probably get frustrated and disappointed. As you get
ready for Christmas celebra"ons and for 2018 beware
that some of your plans are going to be changed. Not
everything is going to go as you expect.
I think of Joseph on that ﬁrst Christmas and how all of his
plans had changed over the previous year. Just a year
earlier, he was probably planning to marry his betrothed
wife Mary and to se-le down as a carpenter in Nazareth,
but then everything changed and kept changing. He
found out that his betrothed wife was expec"ng and the
child was not his. Then he found out through a dream
that the child was from God. Then he found out that he
had to leave Nazareth to go to Bethlehem because of
Caesar Augustus’ decree. Then he found out that there
was no suitable place for them to stay in Bethlehem, so
when it was "me for Mary to give birth to Jesus, it took
place in a stable.
Joseph’s year had not gone as he had expected, but this
wasn’t a bad thing. God had bigger plans. God had
be-er plans. He was sending Joseph and all of the world
a savior.
So, remember when your plans go awry this holiday and
in 2018, it might not be a bad thing. God may be doing
something bigger and be-er than you could ever expect
or imagine.
Ephesians 3:20-21 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera"ons, for ever and ever! Amen.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Rhett Carson
Christmas Eve Communion and
Candlelight Service
Service at 6:00 pm
Sunday, December 24th

Andrew Brunson
Be-y Andrews
Eric Dingeman
Jim Hart
Mel Zwart
Berry Ray
Eileen Thomas
Virginia Heinz-Stanley

To all who provided fruit, candy, cards, gis, and their
"me for packing and delivering the wonderful Holiday
baskets. I appreciate all you do! — Wonda Valen"ne
Thank you to Pinecrest Church and all those who have
shown great love and generosity to us this Christmas
season through hugs, cards, gis, and a Christmas bonus. We are truly blessed to have all of you in our lives!
— Rhe-, Kathy, Eben, Emily Jane, Marie & JohnE Carson
Thank you all for your generosity, kindness and the well
wishes you have oﬀered during the Christmas season
and all year through. You are a blessing to me and your
"reless dedica"on to your church and community are
inspiring. — Melody

Congratula"ons to Juan and Veronica Unda on the arrival
of their grandchild! Ana (and Chandler) delivered a baby
boy named Biggs Benjamin on December 12th. Juan says
he is healthy and handsome!
2018 Pinecrest Oﬃcers
Congrega"onal Chairman: Bill Guerard (1 Year)
Treasurer: Jim Hart (1 Year)
Financial Secretary: George Danz (1 Year)
Elder: Dan Eichenberger (4 Years)
Deacons: Eric Dingeman (3 Years), John Johnson (3
Years), Bob Heltman (3 Years), and Jim Hart (2 Years)
First Wednesday Night Covered Dish and Program
On January 3rd we will hear from the Olsons who are
missionaries to Scotland. Please sign up in the atrium
and let us know if you can a-end and what you can
bring.

Stewardship Ar%cle of the Month
A Resolu%on For The Tender-Hearted
It’s "me again for those New Year’s resolu"ons. I will
probably s"ck to my usual resolu"ons. Every year, I resolve to read the Bible straight through from cover to
cover. I am always pleased with that resolu"on. It
would be a good thing to do. It would be good for me,
and it would occupy a whole year at a good reading
pace. Yet, despite my inten"ons, I know that I won’t get
past Levi"cus.
To make it easier this year, I’m resolving to read past
the ﬁrst ten chapters of Levi"cus. I know I can do that,
because I’ve reached that point every year before, even
though it took me the be-er part of the year. It’s not
that I read slowly, it’s that Levi"cus is so tedious. The
book is an instruc"on manual for the Levi"cus priests. It
opens with the direc"ons for ritual sacriﬁcing of bulls,
goats, birds, and lambs. (Yawn) The passages describe
in great detail these rituals for the burnt oﬀering, grain
oﬀering, fellowship oﬀering, thanksgiving oﬀering, sin
oﬀering, and guilt oﬀering. (Yawn, again.) As Chris"ans
we believe that Jesus, as the unblemished Lamb of God,
was the ﬁnal sacriﬁce. Thanks be to God, we don’t have
to present livestock to a priest anymore; yet, these passages s"ll remain in the Holy Book, if only to present a
formidable hurdle for reading straight through the Bible. Arcane though they are, there is one repe""ve
phrase that springs from these verses, deno"ng an intriguing diﬀerence in the oﬀerings. That, my friend, is
the essence of this month’s message.
For the burnt oﬀerings of thanksgiving and fellowship,
the instruc"ons end with the declara"on that these
oﬀerings burning on the altar give an “aroma pleasing
to the Lord.” On the other hand, for the sin and guilt
oﬀerings, there is no men"on of an aroma, pleasing or
otherwise. Such a response may startle some. Even
with God’s heavy schedule of running the universe, He
can take the "me to be pleased with aromas, even to
diﬀeren"a"ng one from other very similar smells.
This, in turn, got me thinking about nice things like
ﬂowers and my wife. (Your mind does tend to wander
when you read Levi"cus.) Back when I was a young
married man, I regret that I never understood my wife’s
ﬂower thing. Any ﬂowers at all were given only for
birthdays or anniversaries. It’s an odd thing, but I can
remember the kids bringing home their school drawings of ﬂowers. With a tenderhearted smile on her face,
she lovingly hugged them, told them how beau"ful the
drawings were, and imitated smelling those pictures.
They seemed to have a par"cularly pleasing aroma,
more than your typical crayon smell. Later, for no par"cular reason, I picked up some ﬂowers from a street
vendor. There was no anniversary, no birthday, and no
excep"onal feeling of guilt. (I’m Presbyterian, so there
is always some guilt.) She couldn’t have been more
pleased. There was li-le if any diﬀerence between
these ﬂowers and others that I had brought home be-

fore for the special occasions. I can s"ll hear her saying
how wonderful they smelled, even though I’m s"ll not
sure that daﬀodils have a smell. I’m grateful she is so
tenderhearted.
In Levi"cus, God accepted all the burnt oﬀerings. With
the wonders of His love, He accepted the sin sacriﬁces
and guilt sacriﬁces, and true to His word He forgave.
I’m intrigued, though, that He was especially pleased
with the aroma of those oﬀerings presented with
thanksgiving and adora"on. So again, my mind wanders. Generally, my giving to God is mo"vated by the
requirements at hand. We have to meet the church
budget, so I give. The community has needs, so I give.
I’m striving to "the, so I give a li-le more. I have a
sense that God will return blessings as promised, so I
give expectantly. Maybe there is a li-le bit of guilt, so I
give with contri"on. I’m sure God appreciates these
oﬀerings with His abounding love. Yet, every now and
then gis are presented for no other reason than for
thanksgiving and worship, for fellowship with God, for
simply the love of God. No one else knows of the mo"va"on, only God. I pray that these gis have a special
aroma pleasing to God. I’m grateful He is so tenderhearted.
In the New Testament, Paul writes to the Ephesians,
“Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, as a fragrant oﬀering and sacriﬁce to God” (Eph. 5:2). Our Savior gave for love. Without Levi"cus, I would miss another example of how truly tenderhearted our God is.
This year I resolve that I will bring my wife some ﬂowers, that I will read the en"re book of Levi"cus, and
that at least one of my oﬀerings will have an aroma
pleasing to God.
Excerpt used with permission from
Glen Smotherman, author of
Steward Shipp of Peachtree Corners


The Precentor deadline is
Sunday, January 21st.


Financial Statement as of November 30, 2017
Income
$46,185

Expenses
$25,401

Surplus
$20,784

YTD Financial Statement
Income
Expenses
Surplus
$343,933
$324,529
$19,404

Pinecrest Calendar & Recurring Events
Sundays

Weekly Mee%ngs & Events

8:30 am

Early Morning Worship

Monday

4:00 pm

Handbell Choir Rehearsal

9:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday

2:30 pm

Sonshine Small Group-every
other week

10:55 am

Worship Service/Children’s Church

12:00 pm

Coﬀee Hour

Wednesday 11:00 am

Prayer Mee"ng - 1st & 3rd

6:00 pm

Evening Worship

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday

12:00 pm

Saturday

9:00 am

Sunday Bulle"n Deadline
Men’s Prayer Group

JANUARY 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 New Years Day

2

3

4

5

6

Church Oﬃce Closed
2:30 pm Sonshine
Group

7 Communion
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship &
Oﬃcer Installa"on
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

14
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

21
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

28
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Annual
Congrega"onal Mtg.
& Coﬀee Hour

8

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac"ce

15

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac"ce

22

11:00 am Prayer
group
5:30 pm Ist Wed.
Covered Dish &
Program
7: 00 pm Choir Prac"ce

9

10

12:30 pm Circle 2—
Library

1:15 pm Circle 3—
Library

6:30 pm Joint Session/Deacon’s Mtg.

6:00 pm Worship
7:00 pm Choir Prac"ce

16

17

9:00 am Men’s Prayer

11

13

12

9:00 am Men’s Prayer

18

20

19

9:00 am Men’s Prayer

1:00 pm Circle 4—CV 11:00 am Prayer
2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
Group
6:00 pm Worship
7:00 pm Circle 5—
7:00 pm Choir PracCarsons
"ce

23

24

25

27

26

9:00 am Men’s Prayer

Presbytery at Coddle
Creek
6:00 pm Worship
7:00 pm Choir Prac"ce

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac"ce

29

30

31

2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
4:00 pm Handbell
Prac"ce

6:00 pm Worship
7:00 pm Choir Prac"ce

Circle News
Circle 2~ No report. Next mee"ng will be on January 9th at 12:30
pm in the library.
Circle 3~ December’s mee"ng at the Guerards’ home was cancelled due to snow and freezing temperatures. Next mee"ng will
be on January 10th at 1:15 pm in the library.
Circle 4~ 11 a-ended our Christmas Luncheon! Next mee"ng will
be on January 16th at 1:00 pm at Carolina Village.
Circle 5~ Circle 5 is beginning a new book study in January - it’s a
great "me to join us if you aren’t involved in another Bible study!
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm at the Carsons’ house. Talk to Kathy Carson if you’re interested! 828-7020872

Unspeciﬁed date: Vivian Wya1 Cynthia Sherer
2 Ruth Jones
3 Cyrus Hardin
5 Barbara Hughes
Betsy McKee
8 Joy Young
9 Barbara Herdina
11 Ann Stroup
13 Elaine Dodd
14 Frances Ramsey
Victoria Cambron
15 Mickey Horner
Margot Pugliese
19 Seth Swi

20
22
26
28

Joan Hanna
Joshua Shelton
Carol Partyka
Ann Brice
Alvin Brickely
29 Joseph Sherer
Sco- De Zwaan
30 Eben Carson
If your name or family members
name is missing and you’d like to
have it included in future publica"on, please call the church oﬃce
at 828-692-0063.

2017 Contribu%ons
All contribu"ons for 2017 should be dated and post
marked by December 31, 2017. All contribu"ons must be
received by our ﬁnancial secretary by January 2nd for
2017 credit. Contribu"on statements will be available as
soon as possible once the deposit has been made but no
later than January 31, 2018. In order to reduce the expense of postage, statements will be printed, stuﬀed in
envelopes, and placed in a ﬁle box that will be located in
the atrium. If you’d like the church to mail your contribu"on statement, please call the church oﬃce (aer January 2nd) at 828-692-0063.
2018 Oﬀering Envelopes
Your numbered oﬀering envelopes are available in the
atrium of the church. Please pick up your envelopes before the end of this year to ensure proper credit for
2018. If you live outside the area and would like to have
your envelopes mailed or do not have an envelope number and would like to have one, please call the church
oﬃce at 828-692-0063.
2018 Flower Calendar
The 2018 Flower Calendar is on the bulle"n board outside the sanctuary ready for you to ﬁll in the dates you’d
like to provide ﬂowers for worship services in memory or
in honor of someone you love.
2018 Holy Land Tour
Making a journey to the Holy Land is one of the most rewarding and exhilara"ng experiences of a life"me. It's a
special opportunity for bringing the gospel of Jesus to

life. Join Rev. Ma- Kuiken, Senior Pastor of First Gastonia ARPC, is one of the hosts for this tour of Israel in
October 2018. The tour will follow in the footsteps of
Jesus in the Holy Land. Dates of this tour are October 110, 2018 at $3,879 from Charlo-e, NC. For a detailed
brochure and i"nerary for this trip, email Pastor Ma- at
mkuiken@ﬁrstarpchurch.org or call the church oﬃce at
704-864-3468.
Recep%on for Chris%an Beamguard
Please plan to join us on Sunday, January 14th, aer the
10:55 am Worship Service for a recep"on to welcome
and get to know Pinecrest’s new Youth and Children’s
Coordinator. See introduc"on below.
Youth Lock-In
A youth lock-in has been scheduled for January 19th20th. Youth should be dropped oﬀ at the church at 8:00
pm on Friday, January 19th, and will be ready to be
picked up at 8:00 am on Saturday, January 20th. We will
do some ac"vi"es in the area and play games at the
church. Please let one of the youth leaders know if you
plan to a-end or need more informa"on.
Christmas Card Exchange
Please remember to check the ﬁle box in the atrium for
Christmas cards for you and your family. If there are s"ll
cards in the box on Wednesday, December 27th, I will
a-empt to call each recipient to let them know cards are
here for them.

PINECREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
POST OFFICE BOX 421
FLAT ROCK, NC 28731
(December 2017)
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Place label here

An Introduc%on to Pinecrest’s Youth and Children’s Coordinator
I was raised in a church going family in Clover, SC. Growing up, both of my parents were regular youth volunteers, and
were always teaching and planning fun ac"vi"es in our church, as well as chaperoning mission trips, and regular
Bonclarken retreats. I enjoyed 4 years at Erskine, where I served as president of the Euphemian Literary Society, a
member of the Fleetones, the Choraliers, and part of the service team for Reformed University Fellowship. Since gradua"ng in 2015, it has been a joy for me to work consistently in youth ministry - both as a volunteer and a church employee. In my free "me, I enjoying listening to and making music, walking my dog Sadie, watching movies, and spending "me with family and friends. I am very excited about joining with the ministries of Pinecrest to do the work that
God has already begun here! I am looking forward to working with you all to make disciples of youth and children in
the church, the community, and beyond.
In Christ Alone,
Chris"an Beamguard

