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From Our Senior Pastor -

Book of Remembrance

Dear Pinecrest Family,
On warm spring days as a child, I spend many aernoons
playing games with my friends in my parent’s backyard.
We’d be outside for hours playing hide n’ seek, cops n’
robbers, capture the ﬂag, dodge the pinecone, etc. Now
in the middle of my parent’s backyard was a creek (or as
a Due West-erner might say a ‘crick’). It barely had any
water but it was surrounded by mud. In the middle of
this creek/crick was a bridge my parents had built where
one could safely cross. However, most of our games
ended when one of my friends or myself decided to not
use the bridge and try to hop across the creek. All too
oen we would misjudge the distance and end up in
mud up to our waist. We could have safely taken the
bridge in the middle, but instead we ended up in a huge
mess.
This bridge and the mess on both sides remind me of a
mistake that sadly too many Chris.ans and churches are
making in today’s world. We think we have to choose
between truth and love. It can only be one at the exclusion of the other. Either we are a church that is about
love and we must sacriﬁce the truth or we are a church
about the truth and we must sacriﬁce love. Churches
either tend to focus on loving and being accep.ng and
thus denying or hiding any scripture that might oﬀend
someone or being a church that is about the truth and
shows a great love for doctrine and very li3le love for
people. But to choose between one or the other is to
make a big mistake and end up in a giant mess.
As Chris.ans we are called to take the bridge in the middle that emphasizes both truth and love. A path that
does not exclude either a love for God’s Word or a love
for people. Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:15 to “speak the
truth in love”. We cannot neglect Scripture, we must
study it and embrace what it teaches because it comes
to us from God (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21) but at
the same .me we cannot neglect love because this is
how and why we communicate the truth to others. The
church is supposed to be known for it’s love (John
13:35).
As a church and as a Chris.an let us endeavor to keep
ourselves clean from the mess into which so many people fall. Let us endeavor to speak the truth in love.

Rev. Rhett Carson

The following have contributed towards the General
Fund or other fund as noted below:
In Memory of Mr. Alvin Brickley from Mr. & Mrs. Bob
Brogi.
In Memory of Mr. Dick Shipman from Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Stanley.
In Memory of Mrs. Bey Simpson from Mr. & Mrs. Brian
Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stanley, and WOCM.
In Memory of Mrs. Anna Wilson from Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Stanley.
In Memory of Mr. Clark Wilson from Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Stanley.
In Memory of Mr. Mel Zwart from Mr. & Mrs. Bill Stanley.

Thank you
Thank you so much for the calls, cards and le3ers during
the last few weeks. We love and appreciate each and
every one of you.
We would also like to let you know that we recently
moved into an assisted living community to be3er serve
our needs. Here is our new address: 1705 Skylyn Dr. Apt
#51, Spartanburg, SC 29307. (We were able to keep our
old phone numbers.)—Rev. Jim and Evalyn Coad Jr.
To Pinecrest Family, Thank you for all of your prayers,
cards and kind words at the passing of my father.—Mike
Pugliese and Family
Pinecrest Church would like to thank everyone who
came out to help with Beau.ﬁca.on on April 6th. The
church and grounds looked amazing for our Easter celebra.on! A very special thank you to Jim Moore and Paul
Rector for spearheading the eﬀorts.
Thank you to everyone who came out to our Easter
morning pancake breakfast! We enjoyed a great .me of
fun and fellowship, and were able to collect $341 in dona.ons that will assist our youth this summer. Thank you
for inves.ng in the young men and women of our
church! - Chris.an Beamguard

1st Wednesday Covered Dish and Presenta&on
Please join us on May 1st at 5:30 pm for a bluegrass concert by Appalachian Fire. There will be a sign up sheet in
the atrium so you can let us know if you can a3end and
what you will bring to share.

Na&onal Day of Prayer
Intercessory Prayer
Chuck Evans
Helen Pearce
Sara Ellen Carson
Henry Arno3
Vic.ms of the Sri Lanka bombings

The Henderson County Ministerial Associa.on is coordina.ng a community prayer service for our na.on at the
Old Courthouse on Main Street in downtown Hendersonville at 12:00 pm (noon) on Thursday, May 2nd. Everyone is invited and encouraged to a3end.

Stewardship Ar&cle of the Month
Prac&cal Stewart Shipp
Advice with a Divine Return
I’ve tried to keep these ar.cles on a spiritual level
explaining Chris.an stewardship as a means of worship,
extolling the fruits of the church’s service through stewardship, and sugges.ng that .thing is a Chris.an discipline we should all strive to a3ain and then maintain.
Yet, I’ve heard that some of you are looking for Stewart
Shipp’s prac.cal advice. You have some good ques.ons. What’s the best way to handle your credit card
debt? How much mortgage should you take on? Should
you lease, ﬁnance or pay cash for a car? How do you
get out of debt? Your personal ﬁnances are in shambles, so what can you do to straighten them out?
For your sake I’ll ﬁnally try to give you some easily
understood and very prac.cal advise. First, I ask you to
read the following passage from Amos. Then, read it
twice more.
“I gave you empty stomachs in every city and
lack of bread in every town yet you have not
returned to me,” declares the Lord. “ I also
withheld rain form you when the harvest was
s.ll three months away. I sent rain on one
town, but withheld it from another. One ﬁeld
had rain; another had none and dried up. People staggered from town to town for water but
did not get enough to drink, yet you have not
returned to me,” declares the Lord. “Many
.mes I struck your gardens and vineyards, I
struck them with blight and mildew. Locusts
devoured your ﬁg and olive trees, yet you have
nor retuned to me,” declares the Lord.
(Amos 4:6-9)
Around 750 b.c. Israel was an agricultural society.
Famines, poor harvests, parched land, mildew and locust were plights of those long ago farmers. According
to Amos, the Lord even takes credit for causing these
miserable circumstances; it’s like He let awful things
happen just to get their a3en.on. I’m sure that they
longed for some good prac.cal advice to overcome
their miseries. Thank the Lord, with agricultural advancements and modern distribu.ons methods we
don’t have to deal with these misfortunes as much as
those folks did.
These days we have to deal with a curse that may be
even more debilita.ng. In the United States this curse
aﬀects a substan.al number of households. It now is
greater than it has ever been in the history of our country. Today, we must deal with personal debt.

glorify Him and enjoy His promises of prosperity. Clearly, He doesn’t want us to be overwhelmed with debt.
So here is my prac.cal advise. Read Amos 4:6-9
again. Now I know that there’s a lot of advise out there
that’s a li3le more complicated. Some advise may involve personal budgets, loan consolida.ons, tax savings, addi.onal jobs, and whatever else. If we are not
smart enough to tackle these complicated measures,
then we may want to consult a really, really smart ﬁnancial advisor or enroll in an evening personal ﬁnance
course to set a course to get ourselves out of this predicament. Or we cam simply read Amos 4:6-9 again and
again, un.l we understand God’s message. Could it be
that God is declaring, “I burdened you with overwhelming credit card balances, yet you have not retuned to
me”? It’s like He is trying to get your a3en.on.
You say: “Stewart Shipp, it can’t be so simple.” Well,
we all know that we can’t outsmart God. This passage
lets us know we can’t be too stupid for God either. God
has our personal answer, no ma3er what our exper.se
is. His solu.on is a whole lot be3er than any advise I
could dream up. If God promises to halt a swarm of locusts merely if Israelite farmers return to him, what
chance does our debt have?
Return to Him. Return to Him with prayer, with
praise, and with trust. Your trust is your relinquishing to
Him the substance of your misery. I advise you to li up
your personal ﬁnances to the Lord. God promises prosperity; I can’t accept that He desires our languishing in
personal debt. Start trus.ng God with a disciplined
oﬀering commitment. At ﬁrst, it may be hard to give
much at all, but it gets easier as your ﬁnances become
manageable and .thing becomes part of your life. I
don’t know how or when the Lord will repair your ﬁnances, or where the Lord will lead you. I do believe
that He will do both in accordance with His plan.
Prosperity may come in steps. Each step may be as
refreshing as rain to the farmers of Israel, or the removal of blight from their ﬁelds, or the ﬁlling of their empty
stomachs. I’ve heard many tes.monies about ﬁnancial
miracles that turn imminent disasters around in the
nick of .me. I’m not sure they were miracles, but fulﬁlled promises.
Excerpt used with permission from
Glen Smotherman, author of
Steward Shipp of Peachtree Corners


The Precentor deadline for
submissions is Sunday, May 19th.
It’s very likely that you have some personal debt. 

Credit cards, car loans and home mortgages have allowed us beneﬁts otherwise una3ainable. I have
friends who are bankers; they recon that their loan ac.vity is a service, not a curse. In fact, they are right.
Debt has accelerated our na.onal economic growth
and prosperity immensely over the past century. Maybe debt has been a useful tool for you and is not overbearing. But, for more than a few, debt is a crushing
force. It shis our focus from the Lord to our own desperate situa.on, and the Lord is not gloriﬁed as He desires. Overwhelming debt is 180 degrees contrary to
the Lord’s prosperity promises. The Lord desires us to

Women on Chris&an Mission
Our focus on special giving for April, May and June will
be Camp Joy at Bonclarken. Camp Joy is a camp for
those who are intellectually disabled. The campers look
forward to a week away from home or group home to
experience ac.vi.es and great things they can do at
camp. Pinecrest church has been a long supporter of
Camp Joy. A wooden collec.on plate is located on the
foyer table to collect pennies, or any other change you
care to donate, for Camp Joy.

Pinecrest Calendar & Recurring Events
Weekly Mee&ngs & Events
Sundays
Monday
4:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal

10:00 am

Worship

11:15 am

*New Sunday School Time*

Tuesday

2:30 pm

Sonshine Small Group—
2nd and 4th week
Evening Worship
Choir Rehearsal
Sunday Bulle.n Deadline
Men’s Bible Study—
1st and 3rd week
Men’s Prayer Group

Wednesday 6:00 pm
7:00 pm
Thursday 12:00 pm
6:00 pm
Saturday

9:00 am

MAY 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5:30 pm 1st Wed.
Dinner & Program
7: 00 pm Choir Prac.ce

5
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School
12:00 pm Mission
Commi3ee Mtg.

12

6

7

6:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9

1:15 pm Circle 3—
Library
2:00 pm Dick Shipman Service—CV
6:00 pm Evening
Worship
7: 00 pm Choir Prac.ce

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac.ce

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac.ce

12:30 pm Circle 2—
Library
2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
6:30 pm Joint Session/Diaconate Mtg.

6:00 pm Evening
Worship
7: 00 pm Choir Prac.ce

6:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

20

21

22

23

4:00 pm Handbell
Prac.ce

26

27

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School

Memorial Day
Church Oﬃce Closed 2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
4:00 pm Handbell
Prac.ce

1:00 pm Circle 4—
CV

28

11

7:00 pm Circle 5—
Library

14

9:30 am VBS Planning Mee.ng
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School
Precentor Deadline

15

10

9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

13

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School

19

8

9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

16

17

18
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group
11:00 am Be3y
Simpson Service
Youth Go-Kar.ng

3:00 pm CE Mee.ng

24

9:00 am Precentor
Mailing

25
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

6:00 pm Evening
Worship
7: 00 pm Choir Prac.ce

29

30

31

6:00 pm Evening
Worship
7: 00 pm Choir Prac.ce

Circle News
Circle 2~ Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
12:30 pm in the church library.
Circle 3~ Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
1:15 pm in the church library.
Circle 4~ Meets the third Tuesday of the month at
1:00 pm at Carolina Village.
Circle 5~ Meets the second Thursday of each month at
7:00 pm in the church library.
If you are interested in joining a circle, please contact
one of the circle leaders: Jeanie Benne3, Ruth Anne
Gibson, Susan Sanders, or Kathy Carson.

2
6
7
11
12
14
16
20
21
23
25

George Danz
Bryson Isaacs
Emma Sherer
Bob Heltman
Agnes Jones
Eric Neal
Kathy Groves
Ron Grigsby
Judy Fredrick
Kylee Isaacs
Bill Owens
Heidi Isaacs
Joanne Cambron
Mike Rector

27 John Sanders
28 Susan Moses
Mary Ann Owens
30 Patricia Fisher
If your name or family members name is missing and you’d
like to have it included in future publica.ons, please call
the church oﬃce at 828-6920063.

Youth Summer Camps
This year, Quest middle school camp will be June 17-22.
Horizon high school camp will be June 24-29. Both are
held at Bonclarken. Please see Chris.an for more informa.on!

Vaca&on Bible School
Our VBS will be held July 22-26 this year, each morning 9
-12. We are in need of many volunteers, including sta.on leaders, teachers, group leaders, and more. Please
see Chris.an if you are interested in helping out with this
wonderful ministry!

Award. This is the most pres.gious award given by the
alumni associa.on to recognized outstanding service to
church, community, profession, and to Erskine over the
span of one’s life.me.

Quarterly Missions
The Missions Commi3ee has decided to use the prayer
box to collect oﬀerings for the quarterly missions project
and will place the box at the entrance to the sanctuary.
Please consider dropping a few dollars into the box from
.me to .me, par.cularly the ﬁrst week of each quarter.
This quarter’s collec.on will go toward helping the youth
a3end summer retreats and mission trip.

VBS Planning Mee&ng
There will be a Vaca.on Bible School volunteer mee.ng
on Sunday, May 19th at 9:30 am. We will wrap up in
plenty of .me for 10:00 am worship. If you are unable to
make this mee.ng, but would like to be involved in VBS,
please contact Chris.an.

Coﬀee Time
Between Worship and Sunday School each week, there
will be a few minutes to get a cup of coﬀee and a snack
before heading to Sunday School at 11:15 am. Volunteers are needed to make coﬀee and bring in snacks on a
rota.ng basis. If you are interested, please sign up on
the sheet in the atrium. A schedule will be made and distributed once we have a few volunteers.

Missions
June will be Missions month. There will be a lot of ac.vi.es emphasizing Missions. Everyone will have opportuni.es to support our missions projects at Pinecrest Church.

Youth Ou&ng—Go-Karts
The youth group will be going to Fun Depot in Asheville
for Go-Kar.ng on Saturday, May 18th. Please see Chris.an for more informa.on or to sign up!

Financial Statement as of March 2019
Contribu.ons

Expenses

Deﬁcit

$28,129

$33,567

$5,438

YTD Financial Statement

Congratula&ons Chip Sherer
On Saturday, March 30th, the Erskine Alumni Associa.on
presented Chip Sherer with the Dis.nguished Service

Contribu.ons
$85,800

Expenses

Deﬁcit

$102,802

$17,002
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PINECREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Associate Reformed Synod
1790 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, North Carolina

For the Glory of God, Pinecrest Presbyterian Church exists to produce fruit for God’s kingdom
by roo.ng people in God’s word, growing them in their faith, and helping them branch out
with the gospel in their homes, communi.es, and the world so that all may know that Jesus is Lord.

Come Worship with us:
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 AM
Sunday School: 11:15 AM
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 6:00 PM

