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From Our Senior Pastor Dear Pinecrest Family,
Once again, it is me to prepare for the Christmas Season. As great and as wonderful as this me of year is,
most people ﬁnd it rather stressful. I believe it is stressful to many because they have high hopes for what
Christmas could be. This causes people to feel signiﬁcant
pressure to make this holiday meet their own and other
people’s expectaons.
I hope you have a wonderful Christmas and Christmas
season. I hope you receive the gi( you want and ﬁnd
the perfect gi( for someone else. I hope your house
looks and smells great. I hope your meals are delicious.
I hope you get to spend some wonderful me with
friends and family.
But above all, I hope that you remember this Christmas
season that the greatest gi( has already been given.
God has already given us His perfect son Jesus Christ. He
came so that we could be forgiven of our sins and be given a place in God’s kingdom through his intercession on
the cross.
If we remember and realize this, then it’ll be ok if someone buys us the wrong size clothes, our favorite ornament breaks, the Christmas dinner gets burned, or even
if we get sick over the holidays. Why? Because we have
a hope that transcends this holiday season and even this
world, we have eternal hope because of what Christmas
is really all about: A Savior has been born to save us from
our sins!
Merry Christmas!

Rhett Carson

Christmas Potluck at the Carsons’ Home
Everyone is invited to join us for a potluck dinner at the
pastor’s home on Sunday, December 17th at 5:30 pm.
The Carsons will provide a turkey, but we will need extra
main dishes, side dishes, and desserts. Please sign up in
the church atrium to let us know that you are coming
and what you will bring.
Christmas Card Exchange
The Christmas Card Exchange box is in the atrium! Save
yourself some postage by ﬁling your Christmas cards according to last name. Remember to check each week for
your Christmas cards!

Intercessory Prayer
Andrew Brunson
Be;y Andrews
Eric Dingeman
Jim Hart
Mel Zwart
Eileen Thomas
Kathy Guerard’s sister Jo Ellen
Brian & Kathy Graces’ daughter Chelsea

“And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony” —Colossians 3:14
Dear Friends, Thank you so very much for coming and
serving during our Family Retreats this summer! It
means so much to these families to have a meal uninterrupted by the dues of caretaking. Thank you for showing the love of Christ to these families and for being such
selﬂess servants.
In gratude, Andria Eason—Joni and Friends Charlo;e
Operaon Christmas Child
Operaon Christmas Child shoebox ministry has concluded with 108 boxes!! Wow, this has touched my heart
that so many of the Pinecrest family packed this many
boxes for children around the world. The children receiving these boxes will be blessed and hopefully will receive
Jesus into their hearts. Thank you to everyone who made
a diﬀerence in a child's life. DoGe Kent, OCC Director.
Hanging of the Greens
Our 1st Wednesday Covered Dish and Program for December 6th will center on decorang the church, singing
Christmas songs, and making Christmas baskets for our
shut-ins. Our dinner will be soups, salads, and desserts.
Please plan to come and be a blessing for those who
can’t be here by hand-packing baskets for our beloved
friends, and decorang the church for all to enjoy. Dinner will begin at 5:30 pm. Please let us know if you can
a;end and what soup, salad, or dessert you can bring by
signing up on the sheet in the atrium.
Christmas Eve Communion and
Candlelight Service
Service at 6:00 pm
Sunday, December 24th

Stewardship Arcle of the Month
How Rich and Wise Were Those Rich Wise Men?
Christmas is a me for giving, and giving is the purpose
of Chrisan stewardship, isn’t it? It’s be;er to give than
to receive, right? This is hard for me to say, but giving is
not the goal either.
The Magi who came to Bethlehem with gi(s to Jesus
began the Christmas tradion of giving. They brought
gold, myrrh, and incense from their treasures. Folklore
leads us to think that there were three of them. Their
familiarity with the Old Testament indicates that they
had access to Hebrew wrings le( in Babylon a(er the
Exile. These parcular Magi were keen academics and
extraordinarily fortunate. They not only deciphered Old
Testament predicons that most Israelites has missed,
but they sighted the very star in the direcon of Bethlehem proclaiming this prophecy. Each Christmas we celebrate them as three rich kings (“three wise men”).
I’ve heard that it’s good to be rich. Look at those Magi.
These men traveled a distance comparable to going
from Peach Tree Corners to Miami. They traveled for
days—maybe months—over terrain that was mostly
desert. It’s safe to assume they rode camels. Rich men
rode camels back then. Whether or not they traveled
with an entourage is not clear. Their wardrobes must
have been ostentaous enough to get Herod’s a;enon. It’s a fair assumpon that he saw them to be rich.
I’m not sure that I do. Imagine you’re on your way to
Miami, driving maybe 70-75 mph on cruise control with
the air condioner humming, an Icee in the cup holder,
and Merle’s greatest hits on the CD. You’ve got about
three or four hours le( to travel. Then, out of the blue,
traﬃc slows to a crawl, and a(er several miles of this
you see three guys dressed in gaudy woolen robes up
ahead, riding camels and carrying tote bags of gold,
myrrh, and incense.
As you merge into single ﬁle a;empng to pass them,
you may think they are rich, but I’m not sure I do. History considers them rich, but I guess that just depends
on who’s doing to comparing.
I’m already too harsh. Let’s give them their due. The
Magi spent a lot of me studying Hebrew Scriptures.
They idenﬁed the precursors to the divine incarnaon,
evaluated the apparent advent of this incarnaon, and
then struck out over the desert to prove their hypothesis. They found the star that hadn’t been there before,
leading them to Bethlehem, and they arrived in me to
see, or at least to hear of, the greatest pageant in mankind’s history. Herald angels, trembling shepherds,
awesome lights, and a newborn baby…’s enough to
make a church music director shiver. They came to the
house of the child and his mother, Mary. They presented their gi(s, fell to their knees, and worshiped Jesus,
king of the Jews. The Bible says, “They returned to their
country by another route” (Ma;. 2:12). They went
home. They le(. They went about their normal business. Could this be right? They returned to their coun-

try. Were these wise men really wise?
They did give to Jesus. The three gi(s imply that they
knew his purpose in the world for kingship, sacriﬁce
and resurrecon. They gave, but apparently came away
with nothing. Nothing changed. I’m astonished that
these men could intellectually validate the power of
and personally experience the reality of the God of all
heaven and earth coming to live among them, yet then
leave the country to go about their business as usual.
Their gi(s were magniﬁcent and worthy of Biblical recording, but as mere transacons, nothing more. Giving
is worship, but somemes giving is just giving. For centuries, they have been called wise men, but I think that
just depends on who’s doing the comparing.
Again, I’m too harsh. If this coming February is like other years, I will ﬁnd myself paying oﬀ the Christmas bills,
or looking at a few Christmas photos, or reconciling my
cancelled Christmas oﬀering check. These records show
what I heard, what I saw, what I gave, and how I worshiped. By mid-winter, only these records of transacons will remain. It will occur to me that I’m just like
those Magi. I have returned home. I have returned to
business as usual. The Christmas spirit of giving has
waned to only the roune of wring another oﬀering
check. Christmas is worship, but somemes Christmas
is just Christmas. I’d like to say I’m a wise man, and perhaps I am, but I guess that just depends on who’s doing
the comparing.
Enjoy your Christmas worship...all next year.
Excerpt used with permission from
Glen Smotherman, author of
Steward Shipp of Peachtree Corners


The Precentor deadline is
Sunday, December 17th.

Youth Christmas Caroling & Party
The Youth will be going Christmas Caroling on Sunday,
December 10th. We will then go to the Carsons’ house
for a Christmas Party. The youth will meet at the
church at 4:30 pm and will be ready to be picked up at
8:00 pm from the Carsons’ home. Please wear warm
clothes and bring a wrapped $10 gi( to exchange.

Financial Statement as of October 31, 2017
Income
$31,871

Expenses
$31,042

Surplus
$829

YTD Financial Statement
Income
Expenses
Deﬁcit
$297,749
$299,128
$1,379

Pinecrest Calendar & Recurring Events
Sundays

Weekly Meengs & Events

8:30 am

Early Morning Worship

Monday

4:00 pm

Handbell Choir Rehearsal

9:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday

2:30 pm

Sonshine Small Group-every
other week

10:55 am

Worship Service/Children’s Church

12:00 pm

Coﬀee Hour

Wednesday 11:00 am

Prayer Meeng - 1st & 3rd

6:00 pm

Evening Worship

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
Thursday

12:00 pm

Saturday

9:00 am

Sunday Bullen Deadline
Men’s Prayer Group

DECEMBER 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

3
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

10
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour
6:00 pm Youth
Christmas Party

17
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour
6:00 pm Carsons’
Christmas Dinner

4

5

6 11:00 am Prayer

2:30 pm Sonshine
Group

Group
5:30 pm 1st Wed.
Covered Dish and
Presentaon
7:00 pm Choir Prac-

12

13

4:00 pm Handbell
Pracce

11

7

8

9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

14

15

18
4:00 pm Handbell
Pracce

16
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

12:30 pm Circle 2—
Library
4:00 pm Handbell
Pracce

9

7:00 pm Deacon’s
Meeng

19

20

1:00 pm Circle 4—
CV
2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
6:00 pm Session
Meeng
7:00 pm Circle 5—
Carson’s

11:00 am Prayer
Group

26

27

24 Communion

25

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

Christmas Day
Church Oﬃce Closed
Church Oﬃce Closed

21

22

23
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

No Evening Services

28

29

30
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

No Evening Services

31 New Year’s Eve
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Bible Study
10:55 am Worship
12:00 pm Coﬀee
Hour

Circle News
Circle 2 ~ No report.
Circle 3~ 6 members were present. Next meeng will
be on December 13th at Kathy Guerard’s home. Members will carpool from the church leaving at 11:30 am.
Circle 4~ No Report
Circle 5~ Circle 5 will be hosng a Girls Night Out on
December 8th at 6 pm at the Flat Rock Wood Room.
Please let Kathy Carson know if you’d like to a;end.

6
8
9
12
21

23
28

Shery Voris
Pam Danz
Gwen Hicks
Dennis Dodd
Phyllis Dingeman
Ashley Harper
Susan Sanders
Imogene Wallace
Mary Burrell
Jeﬀ Allers
Pastor Rhe; Carson
Roberta Watson

29 Be;y Andrews
Bob Brogi
31 Jim Brice
Bill Kent
If your name or family members
name is missing and you’d like to
have it included in future publicaons , please call the church oﬃce
at 828-692-0063.

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Church
We currently have a rotang schedule every six weeks
but would love to have a few more people willing to
teach Children’s Church. Please contact Ruth Anne Gibson at 828-697-6134.

pense of postage, statements will be printed, stuﬀed in
envelopes, and placed in a ﬁle box that will be located in
the atrium. If you’d like the church to mail your contribuon statement, please call the church oﬃce (a(er January 2nd) at 828-692-0063.

Rejoice! Rejoice!
When we sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” I imagine
the angels gathering around the manager anxiously
awaing their ﬁrst peek at the Messiah they heralded for
so long. I see them rejoicing in boundless ancipaon.
Two thousand years later we have an advantage. When
the refrain starts “Rejoice!” we are able to look back and
rejoice with the angels. The second “Rejoice!” is the way
I feel about the joy that long-ago birth has given to me!
This Advent join me and the whole choir in the lo( as we
all “Rejoice! Rejoice!” together. Peggy Cramer

2018 Oﬀering Envelopes
Your numbered oﬀering envelopes will be available in
the atrium of the church soon. Please pick up your envelopes before the end of this year to ensure proper credit
for 2018. If you do not have an envelope number and
would like to have one, please call the church oﬃce at
828-692-0063.

Christmas Choir
The choir invites you to join them in singing Christmas
music during the month of December. If interested,
please come to choir rehearsal from November 29th
through December 20th at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in
the choir room. We’d love to have some addional singers for this special me of year.
2017 Contribuons
All contribuons for 2017 should be dated and post
marked by December 31, 2017. All contribuons must be
received by our ﬁnancial secretary by January 2nd for
2017 credit. Contribuon statements will be available as
soon as possible once the deposit has been made but no
later than January 31, 2018. In order to reduce the ex-

2018 Flower Calendar
The 2018 Flower Calendar is on the bullen board outside the sanctuary ready for you to ﬁll in the dates you’d
like to provide ﬂowers for worship services in memory or
in honor of someone you love.
2018 Holy Land Tour
Making a journey to the Holy Land is one of the most rewarding and exhilarang experiences of a lifeme. It's a
special opportunity for bringing the gospel of Jesus to
life. Join Rev. Ma; Kuiken, Senior Pastor of First Gastonia ARPC, as one of the hosts for this tour of Israel in
October 2018. The tour will follow in the footsteps of
Jesus in the Holy Land. Dates of this tour are October 110, 2018 at $3,879 from Charlo;e, NC. For a detailed
brochure and inerary for this trip, email Pastor Ma; at
mkuiken@ﬁrstarpchurch.org or call the church oﬃce at
704-864-3468.

PINECREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
POST OFFICE BOX 421
FLAT ROCK, NC 28731
(December 2017)
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Place label here

Food & Clothing Focus for December
Food Pantry Needs: December—Hams, Turkey Breasts, Small Turkeys, Chickens, Peas, Green Beans, Yams,
Potatoes, Stuﬃng, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Pie Crusts & Fillings, Cake Mixes, Milk, and Eggs. (We can store
meat, fresh produce and other items in our walk-in cooler and freezer so do not hesitate to donate frozen
foods as well.)
Clothing Closet Needs: The clothing closet distributes blankets, quilts, sleeping bags, warm clothing, coats,
jackets, hats, gloves, heavy socks, and boots during the winter. As the weather turns colder, please consider
donang these much needed items so they will be available to those in need. We are also in great need of
clothing for teenage boys, sizes 14-16, and men’s clothing in small through extra large sizes.

