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Thank you

From Our Senior Pastor Dear Pinecrest Family,
I’m not sure where the year went but once again the
Christmas Holidays are upon us. Although many of us
may be a bit anxious about all of the chaos and long todo lists that they bring, I’m sure they will prove to be another joyous occasion.
One of the things that amazes me about the Christmas
Holidays is the prominence they are given even in our
secular society. Yes our society has tried to change the
focus of these days from their original purpose, but s'll
their calendar and ac'vi'es are all about Christmas in
December. Classes are cancelled and oﬃces are closed
so that everyone can be with their family and celebrate
the day.
Isn’t it amazing how the birth of one child 2000 years
ago con'nues to impact the world today?
This shouldn’t make sense to our secular neighbors but
to Chris'ans it makes perfect sense. Jesus was the
promised Messiah whom God had sent to deliver us
from our sins. Things were never going to be the same.
As you go throughout this holiday season remember
what you are celebra'ng and how thankful we should be
for the arrival of our savior, Jesus Christ. Also, let us try
to remind our neighbors of the true reason for the season.
Christmas blessings!

Rev. Rhett Carson
Christmas Eve Communion and
Candlelight Service
Service at 5:00 pm
Tuesday, December 24th

Intercessory Prayer
Henry Arno6
Barbara Herdina
Liz Kimberling

Chuck Evans
Virginia Stanley

Book of Remembrance
The following have contributed towards the General
Fund or other fund as noted below:
In Memory of Mrs. Jeanee Burrell from First Bap'st
Church of Flat Rock.
In Memory of Mrs. Gerry Eichenberger from Bigelow
Girls and in Memory of Daniel and Gerry Eichenberger
from Mr. & Mrs. Dan Eichenberger.
In Memory of Mr. Dan Van Oosten from Mr. & Mrs.
Craig Feagin.

Dear Pinecrest Family, I just have to say how much I appreciate all of the kindness of our Church family since
Be6y and I ﬁrst “visited” in 1998. We felt at home and
soon joined.
Since then, you have made “my” ministry yours in a mul'tude of ways. It is diﬃcult to raise support for a ministry to those in jail and people have a tendency to forget
the other vic'ms...the spouse, the parent, and the children of the inmate who suﬀer with the incarcerated.
“Old legs” prohibit my doing cell-to-cell ministry which
has only increased my opportunity to serve. Monday and
Wednesday evenings I sit with those who come for family visita'on. We make available a resource pack that tells
them where they can ﬁnd various helps such as groceries, twelve-step programs for addicts, employment, and
even diapers. It is oFen a ma6er of weeping with those
that weep. They come to me...oFen siGng on both sides
of me ven'ng their pain.
I want to thank you for the vital support, for the generous ﬁnancial giving, for Bibles and Chris'an literature,
for books donated to the jail library, and for the plain
white socks given at Christmas for the inmates of Henderson County Deten'on Center.
We have about 75 pairs of socks so far but need more,
approximately 100 men’s and 50 women’s. Any extra
that we receive will be set aside for the nurse to distribute to diabe'cs incarcerated aFer Christmas. There is a
marked bin in the atrium of the Church to collect these
most appreciated socks. (It seems I cannot say “Thank
you” without asking for something more.)
Personally, thank you, for all the gracious care since
Be6y died. Keep me on your prayer list.
I love my Church, but it is easy to love the loveable.—
John Andrews
We want to send a special “Thank you” for the many
prayers, cards, and visits. It is greatly appreciated.—
Henry & Edna Arno6
The Carson family would like to thank the church for all
of the cards, visits, meals, treats, and prayers that we
received both for Pastor Apprecia'on month and during
Rhe6’s recent surgery. You are a blessing!
Dan & Barbara Eichenberger would like to thank everyone for their cards, prayers and support following the
death of Dan’s mother Gerry Eichenberger.

Congrega"onal Mee"ng
We will have a Congrega'onal Mee'ng Sunday, December 8th, immediately following the 10am worship service. The purpose of this mee'ng is to elect Church oﬃcers in addi'on to approving expenses for a new Church
sign. Please plan to a6end.

Stewardship Ar"cle of the Month
How Rich and Wise Were Those Rich Wise Men?
Christmas is a 'me for giving, and giving is the purpose
of Chris'an stewardship, isn’t it? It’s be6er to give than
to receive, right? This is hard for me to say, but giving is
not the goal either.
The Magi who came to Bethlehem with giFs to Jesus
began the Christmas tradi'on of giving. They brought
gold, myrrh, and incense from their treasures. Folklore
leads us to think that there were three of them. Their
familiarity with the Old Testament indicates that they
had access to Hebrew wri'ngs leF in Babylon aFer the
Exile. These par'cular Magi were keen academics and
extraordinarily fortunate. They not only deciphered Old
Testament predic'ons that most Israelites has missed,
but they sighted the very star in the direc'on of Bethlehem proclaiming this prophecy. Each Christmas we celebrate them as three rich kings (“three wise men”).
I’ve heard that it’s good to be rich. Look at those Magi.
These men traveled a distance comparable to going
from Peach Tree Corners to Miami. They traveled for
days—maybe months—over terrain that was mostly
desert. It’s safe to assume they rode camels. Rich men
rode camels back then. Whether or not they traveled
with an entourage is not clear. Their wardrobes must
have been ostenta'ous enough to get Herod’s a6en'on. It’s a fair assump'on that he saw them to be rich.
I’m not sure that I do. Imagine you’re on your way to
Miami, driving maybe 70-75 mph on cruise control with
the air condi'oner humming, an Icee in the cup holder,
and Merle’s greatest hits on the CD. You’ve got about
three or four hours leF to travel. Then, out of the blue,
traﬃc slows to a crawl, and aFer several miles of this
you see three guys dressed in gaudy woolen robes up
ahead, riding camels and carrying tote bags of gold,
myrrh, and incense.
As you merge into single ﬁle a6emp'ng to pass them,
you may think they are rich, but I’m not sure I do. History considers them rich, but I guess that just depends
on who’s doing to comparing.
I’m already too harsh. Let’s give them their due. The
Magi spent a lot of 'me studying Hebrew Scriptures.
They iden'ﬁed the precursors to the divine incarna'on,
evaluated the apparent advent of this incarna'on, and
then struck out over the desert to prove their hypothesis. They found the star that hadn’t been there before,
leading them to Bethlehem, and they arrived in 'me to
see, or at least to hear of, the greatest pageant in mankind’s history. Herald angels, trembling shepherds,
awesome lights, and a newborn baby…’'s enough to
make a church music director shiver. They came to the
house of the child and his mother, Mary. They presented their giFs, fell to their knees, and worshiped Jesus,
king of the Jews. The Bible says, “They returned to their
country by another route” (Ma6. 2:12). They went
home. They leF. They went about their normal business. Could this be right? They returned to their country. Were these wise men really wise?
They did give to Jesus. The three giFs imply that they
knew his purpose in the world for kingship, sacriﬁce
and resurrec'on. They gave, but apparently came away
with nothing. Nothing changed. I’m astonished that
these men could intellectually validate the power of
and personally experience the reality of the God of all
heaven and earth coming to live among them, yet then
leave the country to go about their business as usual.

Their giFs were magniﬁcent and worthy of Biblical recording, but as mere transac'ons, nothing more. Giving
is worship, but some'mes giving is just giving. For centuries, they have been called wise men, but I think that
just depends on who’s doing the comparing.
Again, I’m too harsh. If this coming February is like other years, I will ﬁnd myself paying oﬀ the Christmas bills,
or looking at a few Christmas photos, or reconciling my
cancelled Christmas oﬀering check. These records show
what I heard, what I saw, what I gave, and how I worshiped. By mid-winter, only these records of transac'ons will remain. It will occur to me that I’m just like
those Magi. I have returned home. I have returned to
business as usual. The Christmas spirit of giving has
waned to only the rou'ne of wri'ng another oﬀering
check. Christmas is worship, but some'mes Christmas
is just Christmas. I’d like to say I’m a wise man, and perhaps I am, but I guess that just depends on who’s doing
the comparing.
Enjoy your Christmas worship...all next year.
Excerpt used with permission from
Glen Smotherman, author of
Steward Shipp of Peachtree Corners

1st Wednesday Dinner & Program
Hanging of the Greens
Our 1st Wednesday Covered Dish and Program for De-

cember 4th will center on decora'ng the church, singing Christmas songs, and making Christmas baskets for
our shut-ins. Our dinner will be soups, salads, and desserts. Please plan to come and pack baskets for our beloved friends and decorate the church for all to enjoy.
Dinner will begin at 5:30. Please let us know if you can
a6end and what you will bring by signing up on the
sheet in the atrium. All are welcome.

The Precentor deadline for
submissions is Sunday, December 15th.


2020 Oﬀering Envelopes
Your numbered oﬀering envelopes are available in the
atrium of the church. Please pick up your envelopes
before the end of this year to ensure proper credit for
2020. We have renumber those of you who currently
have a boxed set numbered over 100, so please take
care when picking out your envelopes. The envelope
boxes are arranged in alphabe'cal order so that you
can look up your number if you do not already know
what it is. If you do not have an envelope number and
would like to have one, please call the church oﬃce at
828-692-0063.

Nursery and Children’s Church Schedules
The schedules for both the Toddler Nursery and Children’s Church have been updated for 2020. There are
copies available in the folder holder on the door of
each room.
Financial Statement as of October 2019
Contribu'ons
Expenses
Surplus
$42,662
$34,866
$7,796
YTD Financial Statement
Contribu'ons
Expenses
Deﬁcit
$320,050
$345,153
$25,103

Pinecrest Calendar & Recurring Events
Sunday

10:00 am
11:15 am
6:00 pm

Worship
Sunday School
High School
Discipleship Group

Weekly Mee"ngs & Events
Monday
Tuesday

4:00 pm
2:30 pm

Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Sonshine Small Group—Every
other week
Wednesday 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Evening Worship
Thursday 12:00 pm Sunday Bulle'n Deadline
Saturday
9:00 am Men’s Prayer Group

DECEMBER 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School

Church Oﬃce Closed

4:00 pm Handbell
6:00 pm HS Disciple- Prac'ce
ship Group

8

9

10

11

10:00 am Worship &
Congrega'onal Mtg.
11:15 am Sunday
School
4:00 pm Handbell
6:00 pm HS Disciple- Prac'ce
ship Group

12:30 pm Circle 2—
Library
2:30 pm Sonshine
Group
7:00 pm Deacons
Mtg.

1:15 pm Circle 3—
Library

15

17

18

16

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School
12:00 pm Precentor 4:00 pm Handbell
Deadline
Prac'ce
6:00 pm HS Discipleship Group

1:00 pm Circle 4—
CV

22

24

23

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School

12

No Choir Prac"ce
6:00 pm Bible Study

13

9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

6:00 pm Circle 5—
Library

6:00 pm Youth
Ou'ng

19

20

9:00 am Precentor
Mailing

30

21
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

6:00 pm Session
Mtg.

25

26

27

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Church Oﬃce Closed Church Oﬃce Closed Church Oﬃce Closed

10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Sunday
School

14

4:30 pm Choir Prac'ce
No Bible Study

4:00 pm Handbell
6:00 pm HS Disciple- Prac'ce
ship Group

29

9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

4:30 pm Choir Prac'ce
5:30 pm 1st Wed.
Covered Dish &
Presenta'on

28
9:00 am Men’s
Prayer Group

No Choir Prac"ce
No Bible Study

31
New Years Eve

4:00 pm Handbell
6:00 pm HS Disciple- Prac'ce
ship Group

Circle News
Circle 2~ Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
12:30 pm in the church library.
Circle 3~ Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
1:15 pm in the church library.
Circle 4~ Meets the third Tuesday of the month at
1:00 pm at Carolina Village.
Circle 5~ Meets the second Thursday of each month at
6:00 pm in the church library.
If you are interested in joining a circle, please contact
one of the circle leaders: Jeanie Benne6, Ruth Anne
Gibson, Susan Sanders, or Kathy Carson.

1
6
8
9
12
21
23
28

Susan Sanders
Sherry Voris
Pam Danz
Gwen Hicks
Dennis Dodd
Phyllis Dingeman
Ashley Harper
Imogene Wallace
Mary Burrell
Jeﬀ Allers
Rhe6 Carson
Roberta Watson

29 Bob Brogi
31 Jim Brice
Bill Kent
If your name or family
members name is missing
and you’d like to have it
included in future publica'ons, please call the church
oﬃce at
828-692-0063.

Worship Workers Schedule: December 2019
Elder of the Month:
Bob Eckley
Deacon of the Week:
Dec 1…Gary Burrell
8…Jan Moore
15…Jim Moore
22…Paul Rector
29...Chip Sherer
Greeters:
Dec 1…Reynolds & Cecil Young
8…Dan & Barbara Eichenberger
15…Bob & Norma Eckley
22…Jim & Jan Moore
29…Agnes Jones & Ann Stroup
Toddler Nursery:
Dec 1…Barbara Sherrill
8…Margo Pugliese

15…Eben Carson
22…Barbara Sherrill
29...Margo Pugliese
Children’s Church:
Dec 1…Bill & Kathy Guerard
8…Lynn Rogers & Emily Jane
Carson
15…Fran Jester
22…Sue Brogi
29...Gary & Mary Burrell
Ushers:
Dec 1…Dan Eichenberger, Bill
Guerard, Xan Hick, and Eben
Carson
8…Jim Moore, Bill Stanley, Mike
Rector, and Paul Rector
15…Ken De Zwaan, Mike

Pugliese, Ray Burns, and
Dennis Dodd
22…Jim Hart, Ron Grigsby, Dave
Morton, and Paul Rector
29...Dan Eichenberger, Bill
Guerard, Xan Hick, and Eben
Carson
Visita"on Team:
Dec 1…Rose Anne Perry
8…Susan Sanders
15…Jane Kennedy
22…Susan Jones
29...Mike Rector
Sacrament Prepara"on
Dec. 24...Bob Eckley & Tom
Carpenter

Christmas Card Exchange

2019 Contribu"ons

The Christmas Card Exchange box will soon be in the atrium! Save yourself some postage by ﬁling your Christmas
cards according to last name. Please make sure your
name is on the envelope so that any cards that are not
collected can be returned to you for mailing or delivery.
Remember to check the ﬁle box each week for your
Christmas cards!

All contribu'ons for 2019 should be dated and post
marked by December 26, 2019. All contribu'ons must be
received by our ﬁnancial secretary by December 31st for
2019 credit. Contribu'on statements will be available as
soon as possible once the deposit has been made but no
later than January 31, 2020. In order to reduce the expense of postage, statements will be placed in a ﬁle box
that will be located in the atrium for you to pick up. If you
would like the church to mail your contribu'on statement, please call the church oﬃce (aFer January 2nd) at
828-692-0063.

2020 Flower Calendar
The 2020 Flower Calendar is on the bulle'n board outside
the sanctuary ready for you to ﬁll in the dates you would
like to provide ﬂowers for worship services in memory or
in honor of someone you love.

Youth Christmas Lights
The Youth will be going to see local Christmas lights on
Friday, December 13th. Meet at the church at 6 pm, and
dress warmly!

Christmas Covered Dish Dinner
There will be a Christmas Covered Dish Dinner on
Wednesday, December 18th, at 5:30 pm at the Carson
home. Please come and enjoy Christmas Dinner with your
church family. The Carsons will provide a turkey and a
ham. There is a sign up sheet in the atrium so that you
can let us know if you can come and what you’ll bring.
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PINECREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Associate Reformed Synod
1790 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, North Carolina
For the Glory of God, Pinecrest Presbyterian Church exists to produce fruit for God’s kingdom
by roo'ng people in God’s word, growing them in their faith, and helping them branch out
with the gospel in their homes, communi'es, and the world so that all may know that Jesus is Lord.

Come Worship with us:
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 AM
Sunday School: 11:15 AM
Sunday Evening High School Discipleship Group: 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 6:00 PM

